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•A. '- 117 name ls H - Mnter and ! reside at 4645 San 

V*-- ^ Angeles , California/ ■ „ url „,_ ciu! period 

from 1929 to 1965 I BaS employed bv th. 7 . , 

Crimp* t t-, Angeles Police Departs • 

. ^ Moratory as 

my retirement from the Los Angeles Pol-,V 0 n 
. v ro .c_ . „ S PoUc ° Be P«taent, X Bas Associate '.. 

-roiesbor -in the Department of Pnl-t^o o • 

:■ - . , ° f Pollce Science and Administration at 

, Los Angeles State College I- wan ; 

S s. .i.w a s also head of the Master of Science 

■ Program in criminalistics at Lo<i Ano-oi e . .• 

: T V Angeles State College until 1969. 

a am now retired. 

■ fire ■ ■ eXpert £eSClKOay *** 1 *** *• in a case involving ' 

foll T ^ in part, on the < ' 

. . following six Precepts which I consider inviolable. - 

The positive identification of an evidence bullet 7 as 
a particular gun and no other must be based ' 
,,^a prison of the evidence huilet ^ith a test bhllet recovered . 

identification can be wade if the test ' 
iS ^^ered frow sore gun .other than the evidence- 
. . • . Run, even though the test fiu „ may be of the same wake and ' 7 

.^C: V#' n0dal Snd have n serial number very close to the serial ■ 

r 8 ^*: Sucn a procedure is : a violation 
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— - Cept (2) 1,18 most accurate and reliable determination of the 

. approximate distance between turtle and victim (excluding contact) 
, -baaed on powder pattern distribution must be made, with the actual 
. : evidence gun and no othir. Xt'is alto important to use the same 
, . »tke and type of ammunition, preferably from the same batch or lot 


, V4. U 

' number. 

■; v,y . ^inioui The tise of a gun other than the evidence gun 1 
• even though it may be the sane make and model with a serial ‘v 

, :;v . . .. - ! , number very close to the serial number of the evidence gun 
• is a violation of Precept - (2). : ^ 

, (When the evidence gun is not available, a similar gun may 

vxV _ ; be used, but the validity of the test is always questionable) ' 

. foc ccr.t XU The land and groove dimensions (part Of the rifling •• 

. , specifications) may be identical or nearly identical between different,' 
firearms manufacturers „ ■ . ' . • ■ ^ . 

f: ^Opinion: A bullet or bullet fragment cannot he identified - 

as havin S been fired from a particular make of gun bn the 
basis of landed "groove, ^dimensions' alone.' 

similar copper coatings are used on many different ' 

. .. ^ 

My . Opinion: . The positive identification of the make of 

t;. ::y ; . ammunition from a badly deformed: bullet fragment, based on 

visual, microscopic or photographic examinations of traces 

■ ; ■ ° f the c °PP“ .coating attached to the ' fragment, cannot be 
’ •. ^ • made. •' 'l ■■ i -’,v, • • • 
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Precept ( 5 ) CLASS CHARACTERISTICS as shown by the rifling 
impressions on a fired bullet play absolutely no role in the 
•j-dentif ication of such a bullet as having been fired from one 


particular gun out of the entire world population of gtins having 
the same class characteristics . 


My Opinion; It is. a misrepresentation to claim that one 
or CLASS CHARACTERISTICS on a fired bullet contribute 
in any degree to identifying the bullet as having been 
fired from any particular gun and no other. 

Precept (6) A single land of the rifling of a firearm can produce 

only one land impression on a fired bullet. 

. ' -My Opinion; An alleged positive identification of an 
. • j evidence bullet in which it is shown that a single rifling 

. land produced two different land impressions on the same 
" • evidence bullet is a violation of Precept (6). The alleged 

positive Identification is therefore not valid. 








